II

The   Individual  and   the   Family
in the East and the  West

MR. PARMELEE next proceeds to contrast the social organization of
the East with that of the West. "It is often said that the individual is
the unit of society in the West, the family in the East. While this is
too categorical a statement to be entirely true, it raises several
interesting questions. Is individuality suppressed, causing greater
uniformity of personality in the Orient? Is there greater differentia-
tion of personality and more genius in the Occident? Is morality
more socialized in the East? Is there more democracy in the West?
Is there more formal courtesy in the Orient? What effects do these
partly contrasted systems have upon human relations, such as
between husband and wife, parent and child, master and servant,
employer and employee? Does Eastern family life stand in the way
of a broader social life?" (ibid., p. 91).

After reviewing the situation, he concludes that "the preceding
discussion indicates that it is well-nigh impossible to give a cate-
gorical answer to most of the questions which have been raised, so
imponderable are many of the factors involved" (ibid,, p. 102). He
continues: "The family is much more powerful in the Orient. It
hampers the career of the individual by limiting the choice of
occupation and of spouse, by restricting freedom of movement and
by accentuating paternal authority. It also stands in the way of a
broader social life. In the West the individual usually belongs to
several social and cultural circles, and the women share this life
with the man. The seclusion in the home of Oriental woman cuts
her off almost entirely from the broader social life. The predominant
position of the family as the central unit of society narrows the
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